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Texas A&M University 

Graduate and Professional Student Council 

General Assembly 

2017-2018 Session 
  

A Resolution in Favor of Maintaining Net Neutrality Rules  
Presented by Jessica Benson and Brenna Lin on April 3, 2018 

  

Whereas: The Graduate and Professional Student Council exists to govern and to serve 
as the voice of all graduate and professional students at Texas A&M 
University. 

Whereas: Net Neutrality refers to the principle that internet service providers must treat 
data from all domains equally and forbids prioritization of access to some 
domains over others. 

Whereas: Current net neutrality rules and regulations prohibit blocking and throttling of 
content by broadband providers. 

Whereas: On December 14th, 2017, the Federal Communications Commission's (FCC) 
approved a sweeping set of regulatory changes to dismantle current net 
neutrality standards.  

Whereas: Most institutions of higher education and libraries subscribe to online 
resources (e.g., full text journal and newspaper articles; legal, health, 
employment, and learning information) that can only be accessed via a robust 
and consistent Internet connection. Additionally, these institutions 
increasingly rely on remote access to, and storage of, data. 

Whereas: Many services, used to support learning, depend on robust and open networks. 

Whereas: The ability to restrict certain sectors of the internet behind paywalls would 
introduce additional financial burdens that would limit the sources graduate 
students would have available to acquire information, compromising the 
quality of research. 

And  
Whereas: 

An open Internet is vital to the learning, research, and public service missions 
of higher education institutions and libraries. 



 

Let it be 
Resolved: 

The Graduate and Professional Student Council at Texas A&M University 
wants to strongly urge our political representatives to take legislative action to 
codify net neutrality as law. 

Let it be 
Further 
Resolved: 

A copy of this resolution shall be posted and delivered to: 
Ajit Pai 
FCC Chairman 
Sen. John Cornyn 
U.S. Senate 
Sen. Ted Cruz 
U.S. Senate 
Rep. Jodey Arrington 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Brian Babin 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Joe Barton 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Kevin Brady 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Michael C. Burgess 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. John Carter 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Joaquín Castro 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Mike Conaway 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Henry Cuellar 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. John Culberson 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Lloyd Doggett 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Blake Farenthold 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Bill Flores 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Louie Gohmert 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Vicente González 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Kay Granger 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Al Green 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Gene Green 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Jeb Hensarling 
U.S. Representative 



 

Rep. Will Hurd 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Sam Johnson 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Kenny Marchant 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Michael McCaul 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Beto O'Rourke 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Pete Olson 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Ted Poe 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. John Ratcliffe 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Pete Sessions 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Lamar S. Smith 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Mac Thornberry 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Marc Veasey 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Filemon Vela, Jr. 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Randy Weber 
U.S. Representative 
Rep. Roger Williams 
U.S. Representative 
Scott Sudduth 
Assistant Vice Chancellor 
Dr. Diane Hurtado 
Associate Vice President for Federal Relations 
Valerie Offut 
Project Coordinator for the Office of Federal Relations 
Michael O’Quinn 
Vice President for Government Relations 
Dr. Mark Zoran 
Assistant Associate Provost for Graduate & Professional Studies of Texas A&M University 
Mr. Michael K. Young 
President of Texas A&M University 

     Matthew Etchells 
President of the Graduate and Professional Student Council 
Jamie Wangler  
Advisor to the Graduate and Professional Student Council 



 

Stefanie Baker 
Advisor to the Graduate and Professional Student Council 
Dr. Anne Reber 
Dean of Student Life of Texas A&M University 
Bobby Brooks 
Student Body President 
Jasmine Wang 
Speaker for the Student Senate 
Jessica Benson 
Author of resolution 
Brenna Lin 
Author of resolution 

 
 
Action Taken: _____________________                Certified By: _____________________ 

C. Zane Sheehan 
Executive Vice President 

  
  
Date: _____________________                    Duly Approved By:  _____________________ 

Matthew Etchells 
President 

5/3/2018

Zane Sheehan
Passed


